evening, a decided improvement. The dose was repeated for the third time and with speedy relief; the spasms were slight and quickly followed by eructations. I had no wish to desist so soon, and, therefore, gave the patient a fourth dose, and on this day he expressed himself as feeling quite well, and naked to be relieved now from further medicine taking. I met the man two months after, and learned that there had been no return of the complaint.
The singularity in this case appears to me to be the absence of all assignable causes, his previous history revealing no more than that he had been in a malarious district, and had suffered from fever some months ago; he has had no fever nor any other complaint since. There were no symptoms of either hepatic, pulmonary, splenic, gastric or intestinal derangement, to account for it.
Since treating the individual, whose case I have just given, I was consulted by an officer for the same affection. He said the attack came on immediately after his meals, for several days, and troubled him for sometime. I found no difficulty here, however, in accounting for the irritation to the phrenic nerve, having shortly before prescribed for an unpleasant choking sensation and tenderness along the oesophagus, of which he complained, and which he ascribed to the eating of walnuts. The acridity of the nut eaten had doubtless irritated and inflamed to some extent the mucous membrane of the gullet and stomach, so that this case?I may conclude in the words of Dr. Habershon?was due to the "irritation of the pneumo-gastrio acting on the spine, and thence reflecting on the phrenic nerve." A powder of quinine and bismuth, 4 grains each, gave immediate relief.
Rangoon, 23rd February 1877.
